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Ahmad Ibn 3Iansur anOmshari states that al-Khubzaruzzi recited to him the fol-
lowin   lines, as being of his own composition :



The beloved passed the night \uth me as a boon compagnon; ebriety had tinged her cheeks
and, when the morning appeared, languor (4) began to tinge her eyes. My eyes then lent their
sleep to hers and obtained, in return, the pleasure of gazing on her charms. Thanks be to
fortune; ho\v uell it favours me (in my plans] against her !

The Khatib states, in his history of Baghdad, that Abu Muhammad Abd Allah Ibn
Muhammad al-Akfani of Basra made the following relation : " 1 went out, one holyday
if vacation, with my uncle Abu Abd Allah al-Akfani the poet, and we had with us
** Abu '1-Husain Ibn Lenkek, Abu Abd Allah al-Mufajja and Abu '1-Hasan as-Sabbak.
" I, though a boy, accompanied them. They walked on till they came to the place
** -v\here Nasr al-Khubzaruzzi was and found him making bread for a set (of people
" who were waiting}. We sat down in his [shop], wished him a happy holyday and
*' asked him how he was gettirig on. He had just lighted some dry palm-leaves
*' under the oven and had put on so much fuel that (my companions] were inconve-
" niencedbythe smoke. As we found the smoke to augment, we all rose up (to
" depart}, on which Nasr said to Ibn Lenkek : 'When shall I see you again? Abu
" '1-Husain!' The other replied: 'When my clothes are soiled/ He had put on
*' that day new clothes, as white and as clean as could possibly be, because he wished
** to appear well dressed during the festival. We then went to the street of the Bani
" Samura and, when we reached the house of Ahmad Ibn al-Muthanna, Ibn Lenkek
** sat down there and said: 'My friends! the station we made at Nasr's cannot fail
" * offering him a subject on which he will have something to say ; I wish to anti-
<c ' cipate him; bring me an inkhorn/ He then wrote these lines :

" I have in my heart so great a love for Nasr that I surpass therein all my companions.
" When TO went to him, he fumigated us, in guise of incense, with dry leaves which tinged
" our clothes with smoke. I rose in haste, thinking he meant, by that, to drive us away; and
** he said : * When shall I see you again? Abft JI-Husain ! * to which I answered : c When my
** * clothes are soiled."

** These lines he sent to Nasr, who immediately dictated an answer to them,
** We read his reply, which was expressed in these terms :

itfOn AM '1-Hosain 1 bestowed my sincerest love, and he mocked me with sweet words.
" When he came, his clothes were as (ivhite as] the hair of old age, but (with me,) they